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REMARKS 

This Amendment is responsive to the Office Action mailed April 24, 2002. In that Office 
Action, a Restriction Requirement directed to the inventions of Group I (claims 1 - 33) and 
Group II (claims 34 - 38) was recited, along with an indication of a previous oral Election 
without traverse to prosecute the invention of Group I. Claims 1, 4 - 7, 13, and 20 - 24 were 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) as being anticipated by Siegel et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,209,909 
("Siegel"). Claims 1 - 3, 5 - 7, 12 - 20, 22 - 25, 28-31, and 33 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
§102(b) as being anticipated by Dickerson, U.S. Patent No. 5,706,980 ("Dickerson"). Claims 8 - 
10 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over Dickerson. Claim 1 1 was 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over Dickerson in view of Ours et al., 
U S Patent No. 6,264,068 ("Ours"). Claim 26 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Dickerson in view of Newarski, U.S. Patent No. 5,496,575 ("Newarski"). 
Claim 27 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over Dickerson in view 
Newarski and Siegel. Claim 32 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Dickerson in view of Siegel. Finally, claims 1 - 33 were provisionally rejected under the 
judicially-created Doctrine of Obviousness-Type Double Patenting as being unpatentable over 
claims of co-pending U.S. AppHcation Serial No. 09/781,583 in view of one or more of 
Dickerson, Ours, Siegel, and Newarski. With this Response, the previous election of Group I is 
confirmed; claims 34 - 38 cancelled; claims 1, 15, 20 - 22, 24, and 25 amended; and newly 
presented claims 39 - 43 added. It is believed that all claims are now in a condition for 
allowance. 



Restriction Req uirement 

Applicant hereby confirms the oral election without traverse to prosecute the invention of 
Group I (claims 1 - 33). In conjunction with this election, claims 34-38 have been cancelled. 
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Provisional Rejections 

With respect to the provisional rejections of claims 1 - 33 under the jud,ually-created 
Doctrine of Obviousness-Type Double Patenting, an appropriate Terminal Disclaimer relating to 
US Application Serial No. 09/781,583 is included with this Response. It is respectfully 
submitted that in light of this Terminal Disclaimer, all obviousness-type double patentmg 
rejections have been traversed. 

-IS n S.r. 8610^ , Rejections 

Aspects of the present invention relate to a dual, stacked compartment container for, or 
that separately storing and dispensing two consumable products, m contdner is configured to 
facilitate consumable product dispensement at desired flow rates, while promoting samt:zed 
assembly thereof. To this end, preferred embodiments of the container impede potentially 
hazardous, un-sanitized re-use by an unsuspecting consumer. It is respectfully submitted that 
none of the cited references teach or otherwise suggest the claimed invention. 

For example, amended claim 1 relates to a portable, single-use container for contaimng 
two consumable products and includes a first, outer compartment and a second, inner 
compariment. The first compartment includes a bottom, a side wall, and a radially extending 
annular rim. Tlie se«,nd compartment includes a base, a side wall, and a radially extendmg 
annular lip. In this regard, the lip forms a pour opening. Upon final assembly, the second 
compartment nests within the first compartment such that the lip abuts the rim and the base is 
spaced from the bottom. It is respectfully submitted that none of the cited references teach or 
otherwise suggest at least these limitations. 

For example, Siegel relates to a decontaminant or sterilant concentrate package used for 
sterilizing or disinfecting medical instruments (Siegel, column 1, lines 25 - 29). The package 
includes two cups, the bottoms of which 66, 76 frictionally engage one another upon assembly as 
best shown in FIG. 7 of Siegel. Thus, Siegel does not anticipate amended claim 1. Further, 
Siegel cannot be viewed as rendering amended claim 1 obvious by itself or in conjunction with 
other references. In particular, Siegel does not qualify as analogous pnor art. In order to rely on 
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4^ .ia;mpH invention reference must either be in the 

« of endeavor or. ,t "^'^ ,^3^ „«, 

:rrrr— tr:..of.ao.a..po.er. 

Siegel reiaies lu ui<^ . , , i unps 7S - 29'» This is entirely 

. in disinfecting medical instruments (Siegel, column 1, lines 25 iV). 

V Ikage Clearly the powdered reagents of the Siegel package are not consumable, 
sterilizing package. Clearly ^^^^.^.^ly pertinent to the particular problem 

Purther, *e disinfectant packaging of J 
associated with the present invention. In particular, me prese 

X" ^ "''p™'' ^ """^ " r 'r^ I 

packaging — ^ ^ ^ U.s 

r*::i:r:r»^c.epras:„orapre-..^u,-^-.— 

of Ca^p ana dis=„.ag- — - ^JP 
r Tl cow. held « a reference relating .0 fasteners for gamtenls was no, analogous ,0 
rr elZrelL . ^.g ... eoncl^on, .e c„. dUagreed d» Boar.- 
^n.ng *a. al. hooking problenrs are analogous. Sintta, w* respec. .0 *e pres» 

—.sulslegclcannolhc^aspa^of 
obviousness rejecfon for any of *e pe„d,ng clai„« as i. is no. ««dogous pnor „.. 
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Amended claim 1 is fiirther not taught or otherwise suggested by Dickerson. Dickerson 
provides an outer cup and an inner cup, with the inner cup being tilted upon final assembly. As 
best shown in FIG. 3 of Dickerson, neither of the inner or outer cups forms a radially-extendmg 
rim or lip, respectively, as otherwise required by amended claim 1. Further, Dickerson cannot be 
viewed as suggesting such a configuration. In particular, Dickerson specifically relies on a 
compression seal between side surfaces (29) of the imier and outer cup side walls, respectively, 
to seal the outer container 20 (except at the liquid opening 32 and vent opening 30 as described 
below). Were the Dickerson imier and outer cups to be modified to include the amiular, radially- 
extending rim and lip, respectively, of amended claim 1, these components would greatly 
impede, if not prevent, achieving this requisite compression seal as contact between the rim and 
lip would occur prior to sealing between the side surfaces 29. 

In light of the above, it is respectfiiUy submitted that amended claim 1 is not taught or 
otherwise suggested by the cited references. 

Claims 2-14 depend from amended claim 1. As previously described, amended claim 1 
is not taught or otherwise suggested by the cited references. Therefore, claims 2 - 14 are 
similarly allowable. Further, Applicant respectfiiUy disagrees with the Examiner's assertion that 
Dickerson anticipates the language of claim 7, whereby an upper plane defined by the lip (of the 
inner compartment) is substantially parallel with a lower plane defined by the bottom (of the 
outer compartment). As shown in FIGS. 1 - 3 and 7 - 9C, Dickerson consistently teaches that 
the imier cup 22 is tilted relative to a base portion of the outer cup, such that the lip of the imier 
cup 22 is not substantially parallel with a bottom of the outer cup 20. Although Dickerson 
mentions that the outer cup can be entirely cylindrical (column 5, lines 34 - 37), this description 
does not alter Dickerson's overall design limitation that the imier cup be tilted relative to the 
outer cup. Thus, even with a cylindrical outer cup, the teachings of Dickerson are limited to the 
imier cup being tilted relative to the outer cup upon final assembly such that the lip of the imier 
cup will still be non-parallel relative to the bottom of the outer cup. 

Amended independent claim 15 relates to a packaged good article including a container, a 
first consumable product, and a second consumable product. In this regard, the container 
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includes first and second compartments, with the first compartment including an annular, 
radially-extending rim and the second compartment includes an annular, radially-extendmg hp. 
For the reasons previously described with respect to amended claim 1, it is respectfi^Uy 
submitted that amended claim 1 is not taught or otherwise suggested by the cited references, and 

in particular, Dickerson. 

Claims 16 - 19 depend from amended claim 15. As previously described, amended claim 
15 is not taught or otherwise suggested by the cited references. As such, claims 16 - 19 are 
similarly allowable. 

Amended independent claim 20 relates to a container for containing two consumable 
products and includes a first, outer compartment and a second, inner compartment. The second 
compartment is configured to nest within the first compartment and includes a base definmg a 
non-circle perimeter. Support for this limitation is found, for example, in FIGS. 3B and 4. Tins 
configuration promotes formation of a sufficient spacing (fluid passageway) between the 
assembled first and second compartment side walls. None of the cited references, either alone or 
in combination, teach or otherwise suggest at least this limitation. In particular, each of the cted 
references provide an im^er comparmient having a base or bottom, the perimeter of wbch 
defines a circle. Notably, a majority of the embodiments of Dickerson relate to the outer 
compartment forming a pour opening (in contrast to the limitations of amended clarm 20). In 
fact the only Dickerson embodiment in which the inner cup 22 defines a pour openmg is shown 
in FIGS 6A and 7, while the pour opening 32 is defined by the imier cup 22. However, due to 
the tilted nature of the inner cup upon final assembly and as shown in FIG. 7, the liquid channel 
28 does not extend to the bottom wall. In other words, none of the Dickerson embodmients form 
the imier cup bottom wall to define anything other than a circle in perimeter. As such, .t is 
respectfiilly submitted that amended claim 20 is not taught or otherwise suggested by the cited 
references. 

Amended claim 21 depends from amended claim 20. As previously descnbed, amended 
claim 20 is not or otherwise suggested by the cited references. As such, amended claim 21 is 
similarly allowable. 
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. A in.lnae. a first outer compartment and a second mner 

companmeiit include! a CMS the second compartment nests within 

up. upon assemWy of -he fiis, and second compartments, 0^ '^^^ „, 
^ ^, comp^^en, snch that the base otthe second '^'^^^^'^^ , 
Ihc fiist compartment. Ft«he„ » tnte-^ -Se res» » '^^ '"J^,,, 3„,„,^ 

r z ::r : ri part „ 

~ m v'ttl,:, « ..th a ven, openins 30. Upon ass^bly ofthe tnne. cnp 

some embodim^its, Dicltetson envisions ™To assembly of the Ud, the 

cffeanates sealing of both the vent and liip.d opem^^s 30. 32, poor as y 
..„.„pen..3«ts^op.snch.at.e.tet.p^»...^^^^^^^ 

rr.rL— trirCst..— of.e.^^ 

T D tin. vie«, affect IMd ».w (Dio.cson. column 4, lines 

r^ttZiitZ-ysuhmittedthatamcnd..^^ 

^ A M.im 22 As previously described, amended claim 22 
riaim 23 depends from amended claim 22. as previous y . . ., , 

, « :Zo'«l.is. by cited .f^ences. T^eiefote, cla. .3 is simila.ly 

"""'Lded independent claim 24 lelMes to a »ntai„» fo- sepa^tely contMnm. two 
consnmrptoductsld includes . ^t, outet compartm.. and a second, in«e. compartment. 
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T^e first compartment includes a bottom and an annular rim. TT.e second compartment includes 
a base and a lip forming a pour opening. Upon final assembly, the second compartment ,s nested 
within the first compartment, with the lip being permanently affixed to the rim. TT.e base xs 
spac«l from the bottom, and an upper plane defined by the lip is substantially parallel with a 
lower plane defined by the bottom. It is respectfi^lly submitted that none of the cited references 
teach or otherwise suggest at least these Umitations. Once again, the Siegel cup bottoms 
frictionally engaged upon assembly, and thus are not spaced from one another. Further, for the 
reasons previously described, Siegel is non-analogous art, arxd thus is unavailable as part of an 
obviousness analysis. With respect to Dickerson, and as previously described with respect to 
claim 7, Dickerson does not teach or suggest the upper plane of the lip being substantially 
parallel with a lower plane of the first compartment bottom. Further, the Dickerson cups are m 
permanently affixed to one another. Instead, Dickerson specifically promotes the re-useable 
nature of its container via consumer disassembly, and subsequent cleaning, of the inner and outer 
cups (Dickerson, column 7, lines 11 - 13). ta fact, even with the disposable embodm^ent of FIG. 
8 the inner and outer containers 22, 20, the inner container is simply inserted mto the outer 
container, forming a seal along the seal surface 29 (Dickerson, column 9, lines 44 - 61). 
importantly, with respect to this one embodiment, Dickerson does not allude to any affixment 
technique other than the compression-type seal associated with all other embodiments. Once 
again this compression seal is specifically not permanent, and readily allows disassembly of the 
inner'and outer cups. Due to this specific disassembleable attribute, then, Dickerson does not 
teach or otherwise suggest the limitations of amended claim 24. As such, it is respectfi^Uy 
submitted that amended claim 24 is allowable over the cited references. 

Amended independent claim 25 relates to a method of manufacturing a portable container 
separately containing two consumable products. The method includes providing a first, outer 
compartment and a second, inner compartment. The outer compartment includes an annular nm. 
whereas the second compartment includes an am^ular lip forming a pour opening. In this regard, 
the second compartment is placed into the first compartment such that the lip rests on top of the 
rim It is respectfiilly submitted that Dickerson, as cited by the Examiner, does not teach or 
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Otherwise suggest at least these limitations. In particular, and as previously described, the 
alleged lip and rim components of Dickerson are specifically configured to not rest on top of one 
another. Instead, Dickerson relies upon a compression seal generated by interface between the 
compartment side walls. This sealing technique of Dickerson would be impeded, if not 
prevented, by modifying Dickerson to include an inner compartment lip that rests on top of an 
outer compartment rim. As such, it is respectfully submitted that amended claim 25 recites 

allowable subject matter. 

Claim 26 - 33 depend from amended claim 25. As previously described, amended claim 
25 is not taught or otherwise suggested by the cited references. Therefore, claims 26 - 33 are 
similarly allowable. Additional distinctions exist. 

For example, claim 26 recites additional steps including covering the second 
compartment after dispensing a second consumable product therein, sanitizing an exterior of the 
second compartment, sanitizing the first compartment, and dispensing a first consumable product 
into the first compartment and placing the second compartment into the first compartment. With 
this technique, the first consumable product is contained within a sanitized enviromnent. As 
agreed by the Examiner, Dickerson is entirely silent on sanitization of the compartments, let 
alone providing a sanitized enviromnent for the first consumable product. TWs is not surprising 
given Dickerson's formation of the liquid opening 32 and the vent opening 30 that are always 
open. That is to say, sanitizing of the liquid-containing compartment of Dickerson is of no value 
because the liquid flow and vent openings are always open, thus exposing the contained liquid to 
contamination. Newarski, on the other hand, while alluding to aseptically packaged milk, does 
not suggest the methodology of claim 26. In particular, Newarski provides a container 10 
including a liquid container 12 and a dry food container 14. The container 12 is entirely separate 
from the container 14. That is to say, milk 13 is entirely enclosed by the container 12, and is 
never in contact with the container 14. As such, there is no need to sanitize an exterior of the dry 
food container 14 as otherwise required by claim 26. In fact, Newarski is entirely silent as to 
sanitizing efforts, or a methodology by which milk is introduced into the milk container 14. 
Newarski does not describe the order in which milk and cereal are dispensed into the respective 
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n. 14, 1« alon. or .h. ™* «„«ta" »■ As such. i. is respe«M,y 

™bmi«eJth«clata26recites«kiitiomai,aUowabtesubi«.mM.er. 

Cl«m 27 similar to claim 26 myites additional steps for achiemg conlammcn. of a fint 
consumable product within *e tirst comparmtcnt a sa„d»J environment^ For the reasons 
p^viousl, described, none of d,e cited references, eiiher alone or in comb.^hon, teach « 
odterwise suggest dte steps of claim 27. Once again, due to the exposed ,i,uid flow and v» 
opemng, of Dic.erson, the outer, milk-contaii^g compartment of Dickerson cannot pro.de . 

environment. In 1^ DiCe^on docs no. cv» mention sani^tion of the respecttve 
eup,. Newarski, on the other hand, is entirely »nc„«-cd with sanitizing two sep^ e 
colp^nents, and in fact is enti^ly silent on saniti^on eftotts. Finally, it ,s respec«.y 
^nbmitted that d,e Examiner's reliance on S.egel is misplaced as Sicgel i, non-analogous art for 
the reasons previously descn-bed. Nonetheless, Siegel cannot be viewed « teachmg sedmg o 
the second compa«me.t pour opening pnor to placing the second compartment tnto *,e f^t 
compartment as otherwise required by e,«m 27. To the contrary, Siegel rcu«, that the 
opetmig associaud with 6e ^=r cup 70 must be ^ following assembly to dte „ut» c^p 60 so 
that filling of the cups 60, 70 can occur via the feed tubes 90, 92 as shown in FIG. 7 o Stege. 
As such, it is respectfidly submitted that claim 27 is tother disdngutshed over the etted 
references. 



Nf'wl y Prese nted Claims . . t i f 

Newly presented claim 39 depends from claim 1 . As previously descnbed, claim 1 .s not 
taught or otherwise suggested by the cited references. As such, claim 39 is similarly allowable, 
in addition, claim 39 recites that the, bottom of the first compartment defines a non-crcle 
penmeter Support for this limitation is found, for example, in FIGS. 3B and 4. For the reasons 
previously described with respect to amended claim 20, it is respectfully submitted that clann 39 
recites additionally allowable subject matter. 

Newly presented claim 40 depends from amended claim 1. As previously descnbed, 
claim 1 is not taught or otherwise suggested by the cited ref.ences. As such, claim 40 .s 
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as,«*ly, th. -oond companment a,d. ^ „ 

found, for example, in FlU. • ,„eh claim 41 is similarly allowable. 

example, in tiu. ^. ^ f ao ^limilarlv allowable. 

.,,es.....e.eare.erences.A.u^ 

,ewly presented claim 43 ^en .o ^^^^^^ ^^^^^^ 

secorxd compartment is not snap-fitted to th n p^.^^^sly described, amended 

Unutation is found, for example at page 15 mes • ^^^^ ^3 

claim 1 is not taught or otherwise suggested by the 
similarly allowable. 

CONCLUSION . 

^"'^ i::r: r » « .n. 

the claims by the current Amendment. 
,,^GS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE. 
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Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir/Madam: 



T^s Amendment is responsive to the Office Action 
the above-identified patent application as follows: 

Please cancel claims 34 - 38. 

Please add claims 39-43. 

, • 1 1^ 90-22 24 and 25 as follows. 
Please amend clamis 1, 15, 20 - U, « 



VERSION WriHNIARWN^ 



mailed April 24, 2002. Please amend 



products, the container compnsmg: 

a first, outer compartment including: 



artment side wall ext«.ding from the bottom and defining a first 
a first compartment sioe wai 

compartment internal storage region, 

an 



compartment side wall; 
second, imier compartment including: 

abase, 
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compartment internal storage region, 

compartmeint side wall, «^^t 
. p„„ opels *e up. 0^ ^™ 

internal storage region; and 
.coversec-.d»««* ^UU„ «« firs. co,^-. 

oo^ec^ns *e »n,p«»». 

the pour opening. 

• 1 K^.in the first compartment is configured to contain a liquid 
, Thecontainerofcla^l.wheremthefi^t^^^ 

consumable product and the second compartment xs contigur 
product. 

• f Maim 2 Wherein the first consumable product is milk and the second 

3. The container of claim 2, wnerein ui 

consumable product is cereal. 

4. Thecontainerofclaiml,whereintheliprestsontopoftherim. 

5. -me conuiner of claim 1, wh^ein the lip is affixed to the rim. 

, V. .;n the first compartment internal storage region is 

6. The container of claim 1, wherem the first comp 

completely sealed. 
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parallel »ilh a lower ptae defined by the bottom. 

S. ^ eontait^t of elaim wbe™. a dtatnete, of .be bottom or*e first comparb-e. ,s 
approximately 2.2 inches. 

, Tbe eo.^ of olab. wber^n *e ^ bp ba. a minbnum radial «idtb of 
approximately 0.125 inch. 

Tbecotttatnerofolalm 1, „.e^ .be ^^ope^S is elongated. ba*s a major diameter 
of approximately 0.25 inch. 

• f 1 wherein the annular lip forms a radial extension having an 
n. Tl^econtamerof clann 1' of the lip the pour opening being formed in the 
increased radial width relative to a remamder of the hp, the p 

radial extension. 

• folaiml wherein the first compartment Side wall forms a spout defining 

12. The contamer of clami 1 , wnerem 

the fluid passageway. 

f oUim 1 wherein the first container side wall is formed of a flexible 

13. -n^e contamer of clam. 1. whe^e^n ^ ^ .^^^^^ 

material such that the first container side wall can be squeezed p 
flow rate through the pour opening. 

,, ne comabre, of olabn .. wbetein dte .eeond eomp.«.n. .de waU font^ • -ecesa 
opposite the pour opening. 

1 5.(Amended) A packaged, good article comprising: 
a portable, single-use container comprising: 
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a first, outer compartment including: 

a bottom, , j c • „ „ 

a first compartment side wall extendmg from the bottom and defimng 

first compartment internal storage region, 

an annular rim len^ed^S^Oendi^^ 1 

first compartment side wall, 

a second, inner compartment including: 

Tslnd compartment side wall extending from the base and defining a 
second compartment internal storage region, 

an annular lip fe««ed^.2a^^dm^^^^ °' I 

second compartment side wall, 

compartment internal storage region, 

a cover secured to the lip; 
a first consumable product sealed within the first compartment; and 

^ * w.., the flu,d p»^e«ay a.,c™g pa3.* of 

,^^^,^^,,,,,^,1,^!^ ^ ^ -pa«ne». sforag. reg,on «, 

pour opening. 

consumable product. 

. . rtirl. of claim 16 wherein the dry consumable product is cereal. 
17. The packaged good article ot claim lo, wnc 
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. , of claim 15 wherein the first consumable product is a liquid 

18. The packaged good article of claim 15, wner 

consumable product. 

r , • 1 R wherein the liquid consumable product is milk. 

19. The packaged good article of clami 18, wherem the q 

. .A nortable single-use container for separately containing ^two consumable 

20. (Amended)A portable, singic 

products, the container comprising: 

a first, outer compartment including: 

compartment internal storage region, 
an annular rim formed at a top of the first compartment side wall; 
a second, inner compartment including: 

compartment internal storage region, 
internal storage region; and 
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p»»M.. - — "° ""^'^ 

products, the container comprising: 

a first, outer compartment including: 

compartment internal storage region, 
an annular rim formed at a top of the first compartment side wall; 
a second, inner compartment including: 

compartment internal storage region, 
anannularlipformedatatopofthesecondcompartmentsidewall, 

:Z opelg formed t.ou^ the lip, offset fiom the secnd compartment 

internal storage region; and 

acoversecuredto^elip; the second 

wherein upon ^^^^^^^^^^^^^'^'^'^^'r^^^ 

compartment nests within the first comp^ent ^-^^'^'^^^'^'''^^ 
^^and *e first compartment internal storage re^on rs se.«^ 
and ^her wherein a fluid passageway . estabhsh^ betw^ 
^T^-;;^eofthefirst compartment sMew^^ 

Ilrcompartment side wall, the fluid passageway fluid, connectmg the first 
compartment internal storage region and the pour openmg. 

• f nn, 22 wherein the cover is sealed to the lip, encompassing the pour 
23 The container of claim 22, wnerem uic 

opening, and fiorther wherein the lip is sealed to the rim. 
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Amendment and Response 

AppUcant: John P. Rebhom et al. 
Serial No.: 09/781,581 
Filed- February 12, 2001 

DocketNo.: 5487USA ^^^.^r AND METHOD FOR SEPARATELY STORING AND 

s^^^ 

products, the container comprising: 

a first, outer compartment including: 

:t:ip^=n. ^ - .he ^.o. »^ ' ^ 

compartment internal storage region, 
an annular rim formed at a top of the first compartment side wall; 
a second, inner compartment including: 

rr.. co^pa*.™. side wall ^» base „d defining a second 

compartment internal storage region, 
an annular lip formed at a top of the second compartment side wall 
a pour opemng formed throu^ *e lip, offset fiom the second compartment 

internal storage region; and 

iLh^i^i— .ifa^l— an. . «d passageway .s esub sh«^ 
^— -:7;;;;:;^„.p.»e., s.. - ana a. e«^» 
^ „t 0,e secnd co.pa-=nt ,i.e wa«. *e »uid passageway —y 
Lading »,e fi.. =on.p.»en, s,o«ge „^on and .be po. open.. 

i,nP defined bv the lip is substantially parallel with 
and fiirther wherein an upper plane defined by me p 

a lower plane defined by the bottom. 

^ . ■ a. nortable single-use container separately containing 
25 (Amended) A method of manufacturing a portable, singi 

two consumable products, the method comprising: ^.^^ 
providing a first, outer compartment including a bottom, a first comp 
and an annular rim; 
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26. 



\ 

Amendment and Response 

Applicant: John P. Rebhom et al. 
Serial No.: 09/781,581 
Filed: February 12, 2001 

Docket No.: 5487US A . ^NFR AND METHOD FOR SEPARATELY STORING AND 

side wall „d annular lip, ihe lip toming a pour opening; 
dispensing a fi.. «^nsumable p«d.c, into die fc. con,pa«»en,; 

sensing «,«-^a ^ -»™»""' ""^ ' , 
"e:^pa«n.en.i«d,e.«e«™pa«en,sue.d.a,Up.«.r^ 

of the rim; and 

:r:r::r::wa, is =»«=a - - - 

eo^paJL. Side wall «4 an inleHo, snrf^e of *e ^ con^- ««■ 
to, Iwing passage of d,e S»t eonsn-nable pn^uc. fto. .he 6.. e»np«nen, 

to the pour opening. 

The method of claim 25, fiirther comprising the steps of: 

g -""^ ^ ~ 

second consumable product; 
b) sanitizing an exterior ofthe second compartment; 

r^ sanitizine the first compartment; and . , . 

r;.; .e ^.s, — . p,oduc. .,o .ne ^, -p--;^;7^ 

seeond <»npa«„en. inio ft. firs. compa«.n»„ after s.n.«zi„g fte <i« 

wkereCntrLn*. fte firs, eons— e prod«, is contained wit^n a saniti^d 

environment. 

27. The method of claim 25, fiirther comprising the steps of: 

a) sanitizing the first compartment; 

b) sanitizing the second compartment; 

c) dispensing the first consumable product into the first compartment; 
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Amendment and Response 

AppUcant: John P. Rebhom et al. 
Serial No.: 09/781,581 
Filed: February 12, 2001 



Docket No-: 5487USA ^^^^ ^^^.^^ ^ METHOD FOR SEPARATELY STOIUNG AN^ 

— 



d) »ding the pour opening before plaeing «.e ,eeo.d ecmpa«e„. into ^ first 

compartment; and 

e) dispensing the second «able product into the second compartment after placmg 

the second compartment into the first compartment and sealing the lip to the nm; 
wherein upon final assembly, the first consumable product is contained within a samt:zed 
environment. 

28. m method of claim 25. wherein dispensing a first consumable product includes 
dispensing a liquid consumable product into the first compartment. 

29. The method of claim 28, wherein the liquid consumable product is milk. 

30. m method of claim 25, wherein dispensing a second consumable product includes 
dispensing a dry consumable product. 

31. The method of claim 30. wherein the dry consumable product is cereal. 

32. m method of claim 25, wherein securing the lip to the rim includes ultrasonically 

welding the lip to the rim. 

33. The method of claim 25, further comprising: 

providing a cover; and ^ u * 

sealing the cover to the second compartment lip. the cover being configured such that 
with at least partial removal of the cover from the second compartment, the pour 
opening and at least a portion of the second compartment are exposed to allow 
dispensing of the first and second consumable products, respectively. 
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• Amendment and Response^ 

Applicant: John P. Rebhometal. 
SerialNo.: 09/781 581 

Filed: February 12, 200 1 „ cm aw atflY STORING AND 

34.(Cancelled) 




anl u c u vm rn ¥ ori nf 



e#the-9eeefid-«««P«*«®^ 



4^t4ea9t-»-peftteft 




< i i Q ic acco n 4 



35.(Cance 



36.(CanceUed)..e.e*e^^^ 




37.(Cance' 
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Amendment and Respon^^ 

Applicant: John P. Rebhom et al. 
Serial No.: 09/781,581 
Filed: February 12, 2001 



l iquid congu ii mblc product ia milk : 

Please add newly presented claims 39 - 43 as follows: 

.-39.(Newly Presented) IM-Conti>i ^^--^ ' — 

r-nm p;.rtment dr fi"»"i « non-circle perimeter, 

40 (Newly Presented) ThecontMserof^^ 

.v,»n.H^ nrox.mate th. respective tops, fe^Jioulders^^ 

facilitate asP^Hlv of the c ompartments. 

41 (Newly Presented) - -^"■"^ ^ ^^'^'^^^^ ^'"^^ ^'^ ""' '^ '""^ 
eomEsaients^^ 

helow the ntn of the first compartm ent 

.(Newly Presented) Ihecontaine^^ 



42 
section. 



43.(Newly Presented) -r.. .^....n.. nf ..l.in, 5. wherein the lip is not sna p-fitted to the rim .- 
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